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Dear Students, Parents, and Cuardians,

Welcome to the December edition of our
school newsletter! Winter is upon us and
Christmas is just around the corner. This
month’s newsletter is full of festive fun and

updates!

Tis the season to be jolly, and Christmas
and New- Year are special to our
community. tis a time for gathering family
and friends, exchanging gifts, food, news
and good cheer.

December has been loaded with events for

B our students. As owr term comes to a close,

we had the chance to wind down a little and
get into the spirit of Christmas with
activities such as drawing, baking, carol
singing and -of course- acting!

Once again we would like to thank all
parents and guardians for your continuing
support, and the children for their hard

work and perseverance this term.
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All of us, the staff of the Greek S‘chooi of Ayia
Triada Birmingham, would like to wish youa
very merry Christmas and an extremely

‘New Year! We hope that you all have a g

and a lovely celebration with loved ones.

We will see you all again in the new year, rested
and ready to start Term 2. We look orward to
welcoming you all back in the week beginning
8th January 2024.

Warm Regards
Sonia Phocas
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Thv wea N’ dvolg' © XEI6T6S 6TOV MAID TOU TO KATI.
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Na dédpyw and Th Adhyn Tou Ki' gxw 6av SlahavTéKi

Ki' and th Oeia Tou NVOK va givw AoU)OULBAKI. s Ch"s'-tmas m"days : December 20th-

No poskoporndw Ki' exw and Tny evwdia, January 8th
noo dvawe 6ta nébila tou Twy Mégwy n patpceio. o Ch'{istmas Celebfa'tioni SU.ndaY ig'th
Na ‘houv Tou 6TaVN0UL Eva AXUPD £va GTWXO KOMMWATI = Decem‘)er
wee N’ dvolg' © XQI6TES 6ToV NAIO TOU TO KATI. . mKe Sale December 16'&1—1?1:\1
KweTrs Nelapés o Christmas Party for School chilgen:

. Monday 18th December

 GChristmas Garols: Monday 18th and

Tuesday 19th at 19.30
®
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CHRISTMAS JUMPER WEEK

Every Pecember our school takes part in the Christmas Jumper day.
Teachers and children come to school sporting their most gestive or fumny
jumpers and raise money gor Save The Children. This organisation works

hard to provide Clothes, $ood and warm shetter to Children in need at

Christmas time. We are proud to say that our schoo! did its part this year

aw well. A very big thank you to alt and your generous donactions, V
i managed to raise the amount of £200. st

SAVE THE CHILDREN'S

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY
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TORAWING COMPETITION
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2023 CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION:!“

On Sunday 17th. Decemher-the whole sdloot came tcget}w't(r bring our Christmas
play to life for the whole community. The younger classes performed the nativity
story and the older children entertained the audience with the story of the Quilt Lady
(H NamAwpatov).
Father Christmas paid us a visit, bearing sweet treats for all the children, and the day :
ended with a roffle draw and many prizes. A great time wus had by all 6
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04 DexeuPBpiov Ayia BapBapa
Sun Mon Tuo Wod Thu 06 DexeuBptov Ayiov Nikodaov
09 DexeuPpiov Ayia Avva
3 45 6 7 12 DexeuBpiov Ayiov Tmvpidwyv
0 N 12 13 4 15 DexeuBpiov EdevOéprog
7 18 19 20 21 24 DexeuBpiov Tapapovy) Xprotovyévvwy
24 25 26 27 28 25 DexeuBpiov Xprotouyevva
3 26 DexsuBpiov Eppavounh
31 DexeuBpiov Mapauovn MpwtoxpoVIaGs
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A LITTLE INFO ON OUR FAVOURITE HOLIDAY SWEETS!
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Melomakarona/Honey biscuits

Melomakarona (uehopakdapova) are traditional Greek Christmas
cookies, that are served during Christmas time throughout
Greece. The word "melomakarona" is a combination of the two
words "meli”, which means honey and "makarona”, "Makarona"
comes from the ancient word "makaria” and means blessed.
In the olden days, Melomakarona used to be served on the lead
up to Christmas as a Lenten "kerasma" (treat) to enjoy during
fasting. Since they have no egg or dairy, Melomakarona are
vegan and perfect if you are %astmg or are on a vegan diet!

Kourabiedes / Greek Butter cookies

Kourabiedes (kourambiethes) are traditional Greek
Christmas almond butter biscuits, packed with the aromas
of roasted almonds, fresh butter and rosewater and
garnished with luscious layers of icing sugar. They are the
uvltimate Christmas cookie! Their incredible aroma spreads
through the house and brings back all those wonderful
festive memories!

The tradition of Vasilopita cake (Greek New Year.s cake)
is the traditional Greek cake or bread served at midnight on New
celebrate the life of Saint Basil. After baking the Vasilopita cake,
+ ,@_coin is fpsertad through the base. When cut, the person who finds the coin 1 4
‘ ‘ is said to be granted luck for the rest of the year!

Vasilopita can be made of a variety of doughs dependmg on the region,
5 . with almost every family having their own unique recupe There are two =

main variations of Vasﬂoplta the cake version, which is this recipe here an?‘

'

the tsoureki vasuloplta version, which is the same as an easter Tsoureki and
A my Tsoureki in a bread machine but rather shaped in a tin!
n most Greek households, the cake is served right after midnight on

New Year's Day, while some also serve it later in the day after the
~ traditional New Year meal and together with some Melomakarona and
« Ze0 kourabiedes!Finally, Vasilopita is often traditionally cut and served in
; "’g) businesses and associations, usuvally during the first week of the year
: 5. as a token to welcome the new year with health and prosperity. And
u'g” ~ of course, the member or employee that finds the coin is given
money or a special gift!
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CE CLASSES

This year our school has been running dance
classes led by our Dance Teachers Mrs Sotiria
Karafillides and Mr Dimitris Themistokleous.

Dance classes are on Monday 19:00-20:30 for our
students, Tuesdays from 18:30-19:00 for the
children and then 19:00-20:00 for adults, and on
Saturday we also run two groups: one for the
school children from 14:00-15:00 (whichis fortwo ~—
different age groups) and then from 15:00-16:00
for adults dance group.

- It's amazing to see that this year our dance classes
are flourishing and both children and adults are
enjoying them.

Anyone interested in dance classes can contact
our school directly or the class teachers. We are
e AlWRYS happy to welcome new students

*****



Article 11: Stay Safe and Sound!
No one can take yow away from your
country without permission.

Articles 12-13 : Speak Your Mind! Talk,
Explore. Enjoy!

Yow have the right to talk and share
youwr thoughts and feelings about
things that matter to youw. Adults

should really listen to what yow have

to say, especially when they make hig
decisions that affect you!

Articles 14-15: Believe and Belong!
Everyone's heliefs should be ¥
respected! And, of cowrse, yow can make |-
friends!

unicef- S

UNITED KINGDOM

RIGHTS 2
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Article 16: Your Own Space!
Youw deserve privacy. The rules should

protect your personal stuff, and nohody
should say mean things ahout youw.

Articles 17-19: Know What.s Going On!
You have the right to- get good,

Everyone wunts to- make sure yow grow et

up happy and healthy

Article 20: Extra Help for Kids Away from
Home!

If yow can't he with your family, the
government will make sure yow get
special care that feels just right for yow.
They'll respect your culture, language,



What's new?

Hooray!

Our school is a European
parliament ambassador school!

Our amba ssadors are reporing an
aemazi‘ng project that wiff be very Soon on
display by the school entrance!

It’s amazing how many things we are
learning for the European countries!
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»}%\hshmg you joy and cﬁél‘ this hohday
season and da bnght new year ahead'




