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W Strive, Learn, Grow in our

Deay Pavents, Students, and Friends of our
School,

Dear Parents, Students, and Friends of our
School,
As the festive season approaches, it is a
wcmderfu.l moment to *r”eflect on the many
achievements and milestones we have shared
this year at the Greek School Ayia Triada.
From the hard work and dedication of our
students, to the unwavering support of our
parents, staf{,rrand wider co*m'munitH, we have
much to celebrate and even more to be
g*r“atefu.l fmr" Christmas reminds us o thejcnd,
Ee’nerositg, and to? etherness that lie at the
eart of our school and our Hellenic culture.
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It is a time to pause and appreciate the values of

love, kindness, and hope, as well as'an e
opportunity to honotir the traditions that bind us:
to our roots while imspirin the mext generation
to carry them fo*r'wa'r“d wit p‘ride.

As we prepare to gathe'r" with loved ones,and
embrace the warmth o£ the season, I extend my
heartfelt thanks to eac o{ you for your
commitment to our school's mission and values.
Togethe'r', we have foste'r“ed a vibrant and
supportive environment where our children can
ﬂou’rish—acade’micallg, pe'r“sonalllj, and as
proud members of the Greek diaspora.

On behalf of the entire team at Ayia Triada, I
wish you and Hlour amilies a Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year {L}l]led with health,
happiness, and success. May the light of this

5easom b‘rmg pBCI.CG and JOH to HOLl’!"' hea'r"ts Qﬂd
hO‘TTI.BS.
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POEM OF THE MONTH-UPCOMING EVENTS
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k i
ol Saorom " YEAR 6
Finan Je
Doulla Small YEHB {_/5 Theo Witter

Haris Kapogiannis |
Athanasis Socr Costas Gavriel

Anastasia Soult Archontis

YEHB 1 Stella Fotaki

Panagiotis Ktori Panagiotis Deriziotis

Petros Tore Esther Maria Theodorou
Athena Waterland PRE GC3E/GCOE
Eirini Sofia MytiKiotis Giorgos Kar.

Jason Zampas

A LEVELS & FotioS Matopoulos

YEAR 1 ADVA 2 EoantORATKEIL - maa ke

Stavros Kati Alexandra Dimakopoulou
christos Gavriel Konstantinos DimakKopoulos
loakeim Barton

Vasilis Nanis

Andreas Dimitriou LEVEL 1

Aggelos Charalambous
Aristotelis Nanis Vasilis Jeff

Maria Charalmpous Angel.ina Batham £

- Y JEADTEACHER'S AWARD
1 - 1.Pavles Zachariou
~ 2.Andreas loannou
3.Evdokia Antonia

.
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Christmas 7}
ALL AROUND!

With Greeks Living Abroad
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The Greek School of AHiCL Triada Birmingham is delighted to once again participate in
the annual “Christmas All Around 2025 drawirig ccrmpetltlcm—an mspl’rmg
international initiative that b’ri’ngs together Greek arid Cypriot children from every
corner of the world to share their festive weativl'tg‘

This Year, we are especLqu Prouc[ to present 46 bedutiful drawings, each one a u’nlque
expression of our'students imagimation, talent, and Christmas spirit.

Omn this pag e, we dre excited to showcase a selection of these 'wmld_en“j'u creations.
Through the eges oj’ our children Christmas comes alive with colour, 'og, and mag ic. Itis
a true %onou"r or our school to be part of this global celebration of a’rg and culturé and to

see our students work Sh'm'mg aicmgside that ojT children Jf'r'om around the world.
We have had s'crvr-a,vuj/o{mmng&wwdﬁ{ M—-r_f?rwj_ea,o‘mmof
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Mariam Dervitsiotis I

1 A |
Kg‘riakos Paphitis

Liny x .Elen_.i Ontetst Toannis Tzimas
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eros

Adriom Parthenios
Kurdali
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Vasilopita: A Slice of Luck fo'r' the New Year B el S A S

As the New Year dawns across Cyprus, families gather around a beloved tradition that

blends faith, folklore, and the hope of fresh beginnings: the cutting of the Vasilopita, or

Lucky Cake. This cherished ritual, passed down through generations, is at the heart o]t

® priot New Year's celebrations.

AE}"I idnight Ritual of Togetherness

After the New Year’s dirner, anticipation grows as the clock ticks toward midnight. At

the fn"st stroke 0]c the New Year, the Vasllopita is carefully sliced—one plece ]to'r' each

family member and one special slice reserved for St. Basi (Ayios Vasilios), the patron

saint celebrated on January Tst. The moment’is symbolic, festive, and filled wit

excitement.

The Hidden Coin of Good Fortune

What makes the Vasilopita t'r“ulg mag ical is the hidden coin baked into the cake. Often

a silver coin, this small Ereasu're carries a big promise: whoever finds it in their slice is

believed to be blessed with good luck and prosperity for the entir'e year. Laughter,

suspense, and jo ful cheers fill the room as each person checks them piece—this is the

heartwarming thiill of the tradition.

A Tribute to St. Basil

In Cyprus, St. Basil plays a role similar to Santa Claus—but he arrives on New Year's

Dag, not Christmas. Families prepare fo*r' his visit on New Year's Eve bg leav'mg

offerings such as a slice of Vasilopita, d jar of wine, and sometimes a simple gldss of

water. %_hese humble gifts honor the saint's generosity and invite blessings irto the

home fo'r" the year ahead.

ngbolis*m Rooted in Hope

Beyond its sweetness, the Vasilopita carries deep meaning. It marks the {east day of St

Basil and symbolizes prosperity, protection, cmcf new begimnings. Each slice represents

mot just a plece 0]c cake, but a hopefu,l step into the year to come.

6 SPOTLIGHT SECTION



CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS
IN GREECE AND EUROP[

There are many differences and similarities m
the way Christrhas’is celebrated in Greece
ccrmpo:red to Europe

KdAavta (Ccn“ollmgl Children waU? aroun
thetr local area, holding triangles (tpiywv
1& ijhtle singin he traditional
_ cc:r*o kédhavtd). These var ormvegum to
1€g lon butthe ave one thing m common;
S eac{m the lJ\OI:J[o the 'natwtt stcmj These
cn"e sung ort ee'majo*r" occaswns of the
estive se as New Year an

piphany (pwta)

Christmas Decorations: Globallg the most
recognised Christmas decoration has bec * the /i@
istmas tree. This is veru common in
t(;yvrie;:e Wﬁh many fa:mdles adloptl_rlng ttlLS 3 '
adition. However some people'chose to alse
decorate amodel Shlp to Pffongurv the Gree
tradition.

Epiphany (9eogavia): A celebration to mark the
Bapttsm ot Christ, celebmted on the 6th of
Jmuarq hildren sing the Kalanta and

Priests bless the wa ers Cr0SS I,S thrown into
the bodies of water (sea, lakes orrivers) and
swimmers 1ace m the cold waters to see who
canreach it fnvst

New Year's Eve (Mapapiovr I'Ipwtoxpovtac) New
ear"s Eve 'ma'r aint Basil's da eece,
Overnight, Samt CLSL[ comes to the houses of

the Welﬁbehaved chil and delivers presents
A Vasil Lta (Bacl)\omt with a hidden com

(tp?\OUﬁJ) Is cut and whoever receives the pLece

\AF:LLt the coin, is believed to have 9ood luck fcr

the year _

-' SPOTLIGHT SECTION
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This Year we
raised £32
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/Fes{ive Cheer at the Greek School of ﬁgia Triah
On Sunday, 11th December, the Greek School of Ayia \
Triada Birmingham held its annual Christmas
celebration, continuing a cherished tradition. The
event was a hear{warming and exci{ing occasion, ‘
filled with traditional Christmas singing from across
England.

Once again, the children impressed everyone with their
beau{ifu“g prepared nu{ﬁ{s, adding to the festive ’
spiri{ of the dag. The celebration concluded with

N\, 7 \ jouful visit From Santa, who delighted the children bg/
B o sharing presents with each of them.
£ > "‘f”‘t%ms a truly memorable day, celebrating commﬂ’(g,
\ ! tradition, and the magic of Christmas.

EVENTS & CELEBRATIONS
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7 Soit all went magica“g well and we all N\
: « enjoyed a lovely Sunday afternoon

celehmfing Christmas in a nice \
ok Chris{massg touch for the endiﬂg of term. E

! : ﬁ Children enjoged their ar{icipa{inn and
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At the end all children welcomed Ayios
Vasilis and received a small presen{ for ’

christmas /
What an amazing Day! /

A

o
\

A

EVENTS & CELEBRATIONS




tit
= lite cmd sprea tlfthoh

Greek C [ bmt ithout
smnpﬁfllous cee og.sm wit m’a i% %Ltlascll

ime For Faith and Reflection
For many ereeks, Ohristmas begins with a spivitual focus, asthe
birth of Ghrist holds deep religious sighificance. The season is
mavked by a 40-day fasting period. leading vp Yo Christmas Day,
a time for reflection and preparation. on Chistmas eve, churches
acyoss ereece hold special sevvices where families gather o
celebyate the nativity of Ghrist With heartfel hymns and prayers.
While Ghvistmas trees have become popular in modern ereek
homes, the traditional symbol of the season is the karavaki, or
Chyistmas boat. Iluminated boats are displayed in homes and
tolun squares, honoying ereece's martime herttage and.the role
of the sea in Greek life. Streets, homes, and churches sparile with
lights and omaments, creating a feshive atmosphere that fillsthe
air Wwith anticipation.

Greek Christmas Cards Kalarda
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Around the School
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Our Chnstmas stor thlsgear IS about
a pine tree by a railroad track who
loves watching trains zoom by, but
gets taken home by a boy who also

loves trains; after feeling sad and-'-*a---:_-.
mlssmg the real trains, the tree finds

~ joy when the boy gets a toy train
that runs ar ound its base, and after
t ¢ 093 replants the tree,

[y ending with new

| a new fe, teaching lessons

' ‘;'_‘;frfe,ndshlp, an fmdmg

a— \‘._.___g/,é‘; \\\‘{Wn
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END OF TERM
XMAS NIGHT -

CHURCH SERVICE

" ATTENDANCE &

St CARTESINGING

] Last Monday before
Christmas, children enjoyed
sometime at the nigh
service of our church and
received the blessing from
father christos and then,
the whole school sang the
Christmas Carols to the
community. Thank you to
everyone who supported
the Christmas Carol Singing
and the fundraising of our
School. We have raised
£130 for school supplies

] 8 AROUND THESCHOOL



Class o]c
Mrs Foteinou

In Year 2 class on
Saturdays, we have been so
excited about theh

eparations for the
Cf’?’r‘:isgmas Ce[eirrations.
The children learned the
Greek traditions of door-
to-door singing carols, the
'malz'mg o} Tistmas
cookies; melomakarano and
kourabiedes, and Greek
words related to the
Nativity Manger. The
letters to Santa with the
desired toHs have been
written in Greek too. I wish
that Santa brings health,
love, and joy to all of you.

U
AROUND THE SCHOOL
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The Yec:r" 2 O'I"ld.G.I:l ClCl.SS

P’r"epu'r*ed ]co'r* Christmas bl:]
mak’mg Christmas tree
decorations. The children learned
about the Birth of Jesus and how
His birth brings us joy, love, and
hope. With every decoration they
created, the children added their
own Christmas joy, ftll'mg the
classroom with warmth and
celebration.

Merry Christmas and Happy

New Year to everyone!

AROUND THE SCHOOL
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Year 3 Monday class prepared forrﬂéhﬁst‘gas by
writing letters to Santa Claus.

The children thought carefully about their wishes
and what they would like to give to others.
After writing their letters, the class watched a
Christmas movie together with Year 1.

They enjoyed the story about Christmas, the
lights, and the s &Ho{gwhg.

Through these activities, the children learned that
Christmas is a time for joy, sharing, and caring
or others.

They had fun, laughed together, and filled the
classroom with Christmas spirit.

Merry Christmas to everyone! @#

€774 TeRttas
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As we come to the end. of this special term,
we take a moment to reflect on the many
heautiful moments we have shared, together:
From leaming new skills and. exploring new
ideas, to showing kindness, supporting one.
achievements, every day has heen filled with.
growth and, joy. It has heen truly wonderful
to watch the children hlossom in confidence
and independence, and to see our classroom
grow into such a caring, happy community.
I am incredibly proud of how far they have
come. and grateful for the enthusiasm,
Thank you to owr families for your continued.
support and. partnership — it means so
much. I am excited to see how we will
continue to lean, grow, and shine together
in the. months. ahead. Wishing you all a very

Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy Newr {E‘"‘

Year

K
(/r- i '

s
i

With warmest wishes, Mrs Despoina

h
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We have shared so many Lovely moments
together—Llearning new things, showing
kindness, supporting one another, and
celebrating our achievements, big and
small. |t has been a joy to watch the
children grow in confidence and
independence, and to see our classroom
become a warm, happy community. | am So
Pproud of how far we have already come,
and | am excited to see how we will
continue to grow, Learn, and shine
gether as a class in the terms ahead

y Christmas and happy new year to




Mrs Natali's & Mrs Eleftherias
\(r:lass

very Monday and Saturday in Yeawly
5 with Mrs Tsikouri and Mrs
Kaparalioti is a wonderful start to
learning. Our classrooms provide a
nurturing environment where
students feel safe, happy, and
excited to learn. We explore
engaging topics such as Christmas,
and this year the students received
special gifts to celebrate the festive
season. The lessons are always fun
and full of joy, making both ¢
Mondays and Saturdays something
our students truly look forward to.
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is ChristmdS season has been a joyful'and creati ]
time for our GCSE 1/2 class. v < =
The students proudly wore their Christmas jumpers ; S
and helped organise charitable donations, showing A /
kindness and generosity. . bk ——
Together, we decorated our classroom and S 1. B >
transformed it into a festive space full of colour and Mrs Ev-a ?Souza L
cheer.
The class took part in a variety of Christmas " Thom On

activities, including making cards and sharing festive
messages. GCSE 1_ ClaSS

A very special highlight was recording Christmas
wishes and songs in Greek.

These recordings were sent to a Cypriot radio
station and television channel.

The students were thrilled to know their voices will
be aired during the Christmas period in Cyprus.

This experience helped them practise language skills
while connecting with Greek culture.

It has been a memorable and meaningful way to
celebrate Christmas together.

AROUND THESCHOOL



This Decemhber, our class welcomed. the
Christmas season with, creativity, joy, and,
togetherness. The children made festive crufts,
decoruted owr space, and shared, stories. abhout
the truditions that hring families closer at this
time of year. Their excitement filled the
classroom with, sparkle and laughter:

As we finish. this term; I am proud, of how
much the children have grown — not only in
their learning, but also in kindness,
confidence, and. teamwork. Every activity has

heen a chance to shine, and. it has been

wonderful to see their enthusiasm carry i

through. the season.
Thank yow to owr families for youwr supp 8
and encowrngement. Wishing youw all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year filled

health, happiness, and new adventurgs!







CULTURAL & EDUCATIONAL CORNER




WE  LONVE - ts aboll
tUROPL /] c\ﬁ»‘.’&;‘%‘{ in Turopt

o T . i
e

That There are many fun facts about
Christmas celebrations all over the
— turopean countries?
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Germany invented the christmas tree as
we know it. The tradition of decorating
¥ trees began in Germany in the 16th
& century before it spread across Europe
F and the world.

and, 13 Santa Clauses visit the children:
slled the "yule Lads,” each one hag 3
different personality—some leave gifts In
children’s shoes, and others are known for
their... naughty behavior.

lce
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in Hraly, a kind- witch byings gifts on Epiphany.

L& Befana, an old- woman who flies on &
byoomstick, delivers sweets Yo childrenon
Janvary eth—ong aftrer santa hWas finished his
younds! _ : B

: ) le
instead. o People used +o decor.
(small gfl':'.fees. The tvaditional af:z boats
connechtion ft}) Symbolizes Greece! $ Sh":dualun
the sea and sailoys \"e-h_? :\
Ihg

home for Christmas.
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Rights Respecting School

£ RIGHTS
}'} RESPECTING
Importan Days of December SCHOOLS

Bronze
Rights Committed

On 3 December we celebrate International
DaH of People with Disabilities.
This global event promotes equality for
good exenLpr q o] 24
people with dtsabtlltqjcmd celebrates their
achievements. It has been celebrated every
year since 198]1.

It is also a day to promote awareness of the
challen esg e {t

aced by over 1 billion people living
with disabilities, and the role communities

and societies plcuj in break’mg down barriers
to inclusion.

Article 2 states: The Convention applies to
every child without discrimination, whatever
their ethnicity, gender, religion, lanquage,
abilities or any other status, whatever they
think or say, whatever their family

Eac round.

Article 23 states: A child with a disabillttj has
the Tig ht to live a full and decent life with
dignity and, as far as possible, independence
and to play an active part in the community.
Governments must do all they can to support
disabled children and their families.

s
Article 23 l’

7/

On the 10th of December, we join the global community in marking Human Rights

9
Day, a date that commemorates the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human
+ Rig hts in 1948. This historic moment reminds us that ever perscm—'r“ega'rd[ess of age

+ background, or circumstance—holds the same L.?ndammtal rights.
At our school, we place special emphasis on the rights of children. The UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child outlines the additional protections and opportunities that all
+ young people are entitled to until the age of 18. These rights ensure that every child can
+ learn, grow, ?eel scja, and be heard.

Children’s rights are human rights, and today provides us with an important
uppo'r“'tu'nitg to celebrate and Teﬂect on the values o dlg'ﬂitg, eclualitg, and respect. Malg
this day inspire us all to continue nurturing a school community where every child feels

valued and empowe’r“ed,

Greek School of Ayia Triada Birmingham is proudly a

ATIO 0
Rights Respecting School. CULTURAL & EDUCATIONAL CORNER






