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Strive, Learn, Grow in our

Community

Dear Parents, Students, and Friends of our School,

As the festive season approaches, I would like to take As we prepare to gathe'r” with loved omes and

amoment to Teflect on the incredible achievermnents celebrate the holi aEl season, [ extend my
and milestones we have shared this year at the Greek hea'rtfelt thanks to all of you ]tor your
School Al:]'ta Triada. From the hard work and commitment to our school's mission and values.

dedication of our students, to the unwavering support Together, we have fostered a vibrant and
of parents, staff, and our wider community, we have supportive environment where our children can

much to celebrate and be 9"'Vate]cul]t°7"- grow mnot onl academica[lg but also as p’r"oud

Christmas is a time ofjo%, ivi'r_lg, and to?ethe"r'ness R e B T e

—a moment to pause and cherish the values of love, o) behalf of the entire team at Ayia Triada,

kindness, and hope that are at the heart of our school i Jou e fa'milies A MRt Gl b
and a Happg Rlew Yea'r“,li/ﬁlled with health,

and our Hellenic culture. It is also an opportunity to

honor the traditions that connect us to our roots : { ;
happmess, and success. May the ltght 0|-fl this
season b'r“'mg peace to your hearts and homes.

while mspiring the next generation to carry them
fo'rvwa"r“cl.

With warm regards,
DY Stella Tryfonos, teadteacher
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Apostolos.O
Apollo.G
Lucas.C

YEAR |

Florentiam
Alexandra.B

YEAR 1 ADV./ 2

Efthimia.G
TheoN
Alexia.N
Alexandra L.
Vasileios AS.
Alexandros E.
Mario F.
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YEAR 3 \
Philip.G
Anastasia.S YEAB 6 )
Savvas.P Eraclia.P
Vangelis. A
YEAR 4/5 PRE GCSE/GCSE
2oeK Mickey.B
Pavlos Z. Angeliki.€
Peter S. Yannis.C
Christos S
A LEVELS &
ELLINOMATHEIA

Vangelis F. q X
Christina G. . & -~
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The Greek School of Agia Triada Birmingham is deiig hted to once ag ain take g.‘

part in the annual "Christmas All Around" drawing competition, a wonde'rjfui

(

) initiative that invites Greek and Cypriot children from across the globe to .
‘ share their artistic expressions of the dfes’cive season. This year, our school is
proud to contribute an impressive 41 drawings, each reflecting the creativity,

imagination, and holiday spirit of our talented students.
On this page, we are thrilled to showcase some of these lovely drawings, which
capture the jog and magic of Christmas thfrough the eyes of our children. We
are honored to pa'r’ticipate in this 9iobal celebration of%J art and culture and to
see our students' work stand alongside those of children ]cr“om around the
w world.

= Tj .I| ‘.'

& S J.
bh. w4 . ” - N e
Mawvgaﬂta Kcmeliopouiou Emiil:j Barilec e Adrian Kurdali
O Ay
e ot
T |11|I_,('-

i Li/ dk
r.IrH.- i

@ Alexandros Chalaile

Fvdokia Antoniou | Vasilis Kaiisper“as

Efthimia Westwood

W@WM&{WWO{ermM M:i_i?rw:i-wd’vmof
el L e

L] ﬂ‘ll‘iltl'l‘lﬂl T L]

L]
ALL ARDUSD]
e i o e

SPOTLIGHT SECTION




Vasiopita is more tham a dessert :
it S & remimder of gemerosity,
unity, and the joy of sharing

™MOmMents with loved omes.

Vasilopita is a traditional Greek New Year's
cake or bread, deeply rooted in Greek culture
and historg. Itis p'repa'r"ed and shared with
amilg and friends as part o]t the celebrations
or the New Year.
he tradition o Vasilopita is associated with
Saint Basil the Great (Aqgios Vasilios), a revered
fig ure in the Orthodox Church. Legend has it
that Saint Basil distributed pieces of bread with
hidden coins to help the poor in his community.
This act of cha'ritg 'mspi'red the tradition of
lac'mg a coin inside the cake.
Prhe Vasilopita sgmbolizes bless'mgs, osperity,
and 9ood ortune fo*r“ the New Year. The cutt'mg
of the cake is amecm'mg ul ritual, exp'ress'mg
ratitude and hope for the future.
%'n New Year's Day, the family gathers to cut
the Vasilopita. A cross is t'r"aditionallg scored on

the cake, and the j‘i’rst piece is dedicated to i

-

Christ, the second to the household, and then
one for each family member-

The person who f'mds the hidden coin in their
slice is believed to have good luck for the year
.Beyond its delicious taste, Vasilopita is a
cherished tradition that brings families
together. It is a way to honour the past,
ce?ebr"ate the p'resent, and hope for a
prosperous future.
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Z0oTATKA
300 yp. Boutupo
Lurpak, oe
Sephokpaoia
Swhatiov +
E£ETPA ylo ™
@opUa + EETPA
Yo ™ pdpua
250 yp. Axvn
Zaxapn
1Kk0o.
KPUOTARALKA
gaxapn
F yp. haxpen
2 yp. haotixa
1/2 ky. TOUUEVO
JwooxokapuSo
400 yp. aREVPL

YOX., + EETPA Ylo *

™ popua
Eloha
NopPToKaALoU, and
1-2 NOPTOKAALL
142 Ky.
exkxUiloa
Bavidas

40uyd, peoaia,

oe Ogplokpaoia
Swhatiov
F5 yp. ydAa
mMnpes
1 K.O. MNELKLY
ndlouvteP
Na to
oepBipiojra
axvn gaxaen
Bpwolues
XPLOTOUYEVVIATIK
€s

Taxapodnaotes *

Ekt€AeoN
Pixvouue otov ka8o Tou
MEEP TO BoUTUPO KAL TNV
Axvn ZAxXaEN, KOL XTUNAUE
1e To olpha yla 2-3 Aemtd
UEXPL VO ALPPATEWEL TO
Boutupo.
Pixvouue o€ Evav
MOAUKOQPTN TN ZAxXaEN, TO
MaxAEML, T paotixa, To
ooxokapudo kol 2 k.o. and
TO AAEUPL, KL XTUNAME MOAD
KOAA MEXPL TO MEIYMAL VO
YIVEL okOVN.
Pixvoupe to ueiya otov
kA8o ko NPOcIETOUUE TO
EUoj0 NOPTOKAALWY KA TO
ekxUAloha BaviAlas.
METAQEPOUUE TOV kAo
OTO MEEP KAl EEKLVAUE VoL
XTUMAUE TE XOUUNAH
TOXOTNTAL.
Pixvouhe €va €va Ta avyd
nEPUEVOVTAS Va
anopPoPnIEL To NPWTO yla
va PEEOUUE TO ENSUEVO.

« A@alpoUue Tov kAo anod to

WEEP, PIXVOUME TO YAAQ Ko
QVOKATEVOUUE EAAXLOTO ME
TN oA ToURA CLALKOVNS.
Pixvouue o€ €va unof to
unoRoLNo AAEUPL KA TO
unékly, Ta npocSetouue
otov kd8o, kol
OALVOKATEVOUUE EAQLPPEA UE
TN onATouAaL..

«  AREIPOUUE UE BoUTUPO Kol

NALOTIOAIZOUUE UE AREVPL ulal
OTPOY YU GOPUAL UE
AnoomwUeEVN Baon
SlaeTpou 25 K.

«  A8eldZouue TO peiyha oTn

POPMAL KOL AMAMVOUUE KOAGL
e ™ onatouna.
TornoSetoUhe Eva gAoupl
o€ TUXalo onuelo MEca oTo
peiya.

* METAQYEPOUUE TTOV PoUPVO

KOl YAVOUUE yla 45 Aemtd.
oTNV NMAVW oXAEAL..

) % APaLpoUE ™ poOpua and

TOV OUPVO KA OLPNVOUUE
VO KPUWOEL KAAAL.
TNo.onaAZOUME ME dxvn
Zaxopn, SLOKOOUOUUE e
XPLOTOUYEVVIATIKES
TOXAPONAOTES KA

oEPRIPOUME.

id ‘ it
" Iy
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CHRlSTMASTRADITlONS ‘rz

|N GREECE AND [UROP[

by Dm’\(trlOS Valsamakqs " -

L

There areman dtfferences and similarities in
the way Christrias'is celebrated in Greece
cormpa'r"ed to Eu'r”ope

Kéhavra (Caro llmg{ Children waU? arouny
their local area holding triangles (tpiywva
which ’E %whlle sngin: he traditional
ca'r~o kakavtd). | hese var ormregtorn to
Teg on butthe ave one thig m common;
S eac{m thej IJLOL%O the TlCLtLVlt storrvg These
a'rve sung hivee majom occaswns of the
estive se cm Ch ristmas, New Year an
piphany puTa).

Christmas Decorations: Globallg the most
recogrused Christmas decorr"atwn has bee “the
ristmas tree. | his is very common in
eece, with many famtltes adoptmg this
trastLorn However some eople chose to alsc
decorate amodel shtp to honour the Greek
tradition.

Epiphany (9go@avial; A celebration to mark the

aptism'o Charist, celebrr"ated on the 6th of
January. hLlcl'r“en sing the Kalcmta and
Priests b ess the water"s A cross is thrown mto
the bodies of water (sea, lakes orr"mver"s) and
swimmers 1ace n the cold waters to see who
can reach it ](n"st

New Year's Eve (Mapapovr Mpwroxpoviag): New
Yea'r“s Eve mcn" aimt Basil's day m Greece, ;
ver*'ruﬁb ht Saint Basil comes to the houses o
the wel ehaved children ond deltver"s pmesents
VaSLO ita (BCIGL?\OT[L?B with a hidden com 3
(p?\OUEL) ls cut and whoever receives the ptece
, \AFlllt the coin, is believed to have 9ood luck fom
the year

-' SPOTLIGHT SECTION
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"*ﬂ'éStaff and Community Christmas Party

Z
\\\” dli - ; % 08

| 2 | 08

On Sunday, 8th December;, we hosted an unforgettable Christmas Party for-the Teaching Staff,
Management Board Members, and Friends of our school and community, This was the {rrstttme we
organized such an event, and itwas a spectac even'mg ﬁﬂed with delicious Greek food, 'veh:j Greek

music, and traditional dancmg The fest'tve atmosphere brought everyone together“, creatrng memories j
joH, hter, and camaraderie. Ve extend our hearl;feltﬂlanks toegllf the teachers and quests whojo'tn
usm cﬁebmtmg this special time of year- It was truly amight toremember, brimming with holiday cheer-

and community sp

EVENTS & CELEBRATIONS
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On Sunday, 15th December 2074,
/ the Greek School of Agia Triada Birmingham held its
annual Christmas Show, “That Christmas Nigh{...,” to
' an enthusiastic audience of nearlg 300 people‘an
incredible turnout, surpassing all previous years. The ‘
children’s perF ormances brough’( the s’torg of
ristmas to lif e with heartfelt singing, livelg dancing, \
and moving recitations of poems, sharing the true
message of Christmas with all. The na’(ivi’(g scene was ’
a highligh’[, cap’[uring the spiri’( of the season with
charm and authen’(ici{g. The event's success is a /
ament to the dedication and hard work of Mrs. L.
Topalidou and Mrs. M. Georgiou,

EVENTS & CELEBRATIONS
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7~ Soitall went magica“g L rll N

enjoged a lovelg sundag afternoon
celebm‘(ing Christmas in a nice
Chris’cmassg touch for the ending of term.
Children enjoged their par’(icipa{ion and
paren{s felt touched bg their children

performance

At the end all children welcomed Agios

Vasilis and received a small presen’( for

christmas /

What an amazing Day! /

EVENTS & CELEBRATIONS




Ohvistmas in &reece is & Hime of joy, family,
and deep-rooted traditions that reflect the
countvy’s Yich cutural and religious
heritage. Trom Hhe busHing streets
adomed Wwith lights +o the comforting
aromas of festive dishes, the holiday season
in reece is a magical expeyience that
combines faith, community, and celebyation.

'I..- [ ] _..i-,.q._, f"_.__r

gratitude -T'hts eartw

A Time or Faith and Reflection
For many &reeks, Ghristmas begins with a spivitual focus, as the
birth of Chist holds deep religious sighificance. The season is
marked by a 40-day fasting period leading vp Yo Ghristmas Day,
a Yime for reflection and. preparation. on Chyistmas gve, churches
across ereece hold special sevvices Wwheve families gather +o
celebyate the nativity of Christ with heartfek hymns and prayers.
While Ghristmas trees have become popular in modem oreek
homes, the traditional symbol of the season is the karavaki, or
COhristmas boat. Iluminated boats are displayed in homes and
Yown squares, honoring &reece's mavitime hevitage and the vole
of ¥he sea in &reek life. Streets, homes, and churches sparide With
lights and omaments, creating a feshive atmosphere that fills the
air with anticipation.

Greek Christmas Carols Kalanda

eo th%smc?:tsrtvo elove%: dl.tLOn.S &nggm Oﬁ( ho[ (ﬁnda or
door—to—door sty tr"adttt a car"ols acc arue
ngn smafntreats or coms aE g'i .
life and sprea tﬁgthol Enn g;ntlt? °

while rece
AF eastto Remember

lebr ! h
ﬁfe.f al Tk ?’tgsclltke)
davs

€T"€d

GreekC
ptulous meloma enWlt soa
c}ulr_: Le[ies (Erﬂ_l almoj\%!alscnjh OJIus%ed v}vltt _pow e
sugo:r amilies %t ef[o es Lca es sharng stories

e ta

EVENTS & CELEBRATIONS
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What an amazing month we
had with Year 3. Lots of fun
activities! Lots of hard work!
We did talk about christmas
and Winter! We talked about
hot chocolate! And we have
also made our own hot
chocolate! We wish we had a
«ouple of more Saturdays this
Uecember to engages with
more fun learning!

-

AROUND THE SCHOOL
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CHRISTMAS
CAROL SINGING

AROUND THE SCHOOL




Mrs Georajiown
Amazina Classes
havina Clhhristmas

Party and
watchina the
\ Crinch in Greek!We /
N\ had so much fun 7

AROUND THE SCHOOL
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YEAR 6
Mrs EVI'S Marvelous
Saturday Class

Such a fun filled day for our Y6's!

We had a small class assembly and talked
about Jesus’s birth and Greek Christmas
traditions. The children watched a short
video and sang the kalanda!

Writing a xmas letter to a friend abroad,
making a decorative craft to gift to their
families and eating snacks while watching the
Polar Express in Greek was definitely a
pleasant twist to any normal day at school.

To top it up, the children had a secret Santa Y]
gift exchange and they all received some e i

lovely presents from their classmates! i

A day well spent for our hard working Y6
pupils!”

AROUND THE SCHOOL
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uth Ambassador
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'_l hrector. Hei

1can College

The Greek Youth Diaspora Symposium was a
truly unique op[)oﬁwnitg - al?ow'm me to meet
new people, exF ore my culture and language
urther, as well as learn new interesting views
om other like-minded individuals from around
the world. From 16 countries across 4
continents, we all discussed our opinions and
thoughts in a series of engaging panels, with
thoughtful questioning from the audience. All o{
this combined with visiting archeological sites like
the awe-inspiring Acropo?is in Athens made this
an unforgettable experience. I am proud to be a
Greek Diaspora Ambassador, and would like to
thank the Honorary Consul Dr. Nikolaos Batis
for this opportunity.
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7 IN SPAIN. THE DECEMBER sTH FEAST OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION BEGINS THE CHRISTMAS
SEASON. NATIVITY SCENES. OK "BELENES." AKE
METICULOUSLY GKAFTEDHf}ND DISPLAYED IN HOMES AND

0
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Rights Respecting§chool  FUALESRL

UNITED KINGDOM

RIGHTS

As a Bronze Rights Respecting RESPECTING
School we are committed in (= _ SCHOOLS
Upholdmg all r:ghts Of all \§ . - ¢ FJLr:- nze
chitdren, all Of the time. pa{ Rights Committed

e

The rights of the child are enshrined in
the "United Nations Convention on the

Article 20

Article 20 of the United Nations . g " :
Convenction on the Rights of the Child plghts Of the Ch'td" Wthh was adOPth
(UNCRC) states that every child who by the United Nations in 1989. The UK
cannot be looked after by their own ; . .
family has the right to be looked after signed the convention on 19 April 1990,

properly by people who respect the
child’s religion, culture, (anguage and
other aspects of their life123. The
government must provide the child with
special protection and assistance,
including making sure the child is
provided with alternative care that is
continuous and respects the child’s
culture, language and religion1.

ratified it on 16 December 1991 and it
came into force on 15 January 1992. There
are sy articles.

T

.-:F‘_"-'-:: . : --.”.

A child's right to the best possible health,
and the health systems that support it

8 o §I W
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A Christmas wish by our RRSA Teacher Lead
Mrs M Georgiou

sMay this Christmas season fill our hearts with joy and a renewed commitment to the
rights and well-being of every child. As we celebrate, let us reflect on the importance o[]‘
creating a world where every child feels safe, valued, and empowered to reach their fu |
potential. Together, we can build a brighter fu.tu’re bg e’mbrac'mg kindness, inclusion,
and the spirit of giving. Let this holic?ag season inspire us all to be champ'tons fo*r“
children's Tig hts, ensuring that every young voice is heard and every dream has the
chance to flourish. Wishing you a joyful, peaceful, and meaningful Christmas.

Greek School of Ayia Triada Birmingham is proudly a
CULTURAL & EDUCATIONAL CORNER

Rights Respecting School.
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W1shmg you joy and cheer this holiday
eﬁé@n and a bright new year a.h%ﬁé
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