Dear Parents and Students and Guardians,

As we welcome the months of March and, April,
I would like to share a brief reflection on the
have taken place in owr Greek school

comumunity.

This has heen a particularly nchpuwd,fcrrmw
students. We hegan by the memory
of national heroes Grigoris Afxentiow and
Evagorus. Pallikaridis through @  respectful
memorial, followed, by educational visits to
Westminster Abhey and the Space Centre,
offering valuable learning heyond the classroom.
We also celebruted Mother's Day within owr
school community, giving students the
opportunity to express their appreciation for
their families. A highlight of the month was our
25th  of March celebrutions—a  double
celehration of Greek Independence Day and the
Annunciation. (Evangelismos) of the Theotokos.
We are especially proud that part of owr school
represented us in Cardiff, taking part in the
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As we approach Easter, our students. have
heen engaged in a vuriety of Easter
activities, helping to bring traditions to life
and strengthen their connection to our
heritage.

All these moments and more are included,
in this month's newsletter. Thank you, as
always, for your continued support. =
As we approuch the Easter holidays, we
warmly thank all parents and, students for
your ongoing support and, commitment.

- We wish you a restful and joyful break

and, erk, forwwrd to continuing our
joumey together as we move into the final
months of the academic year:

Warm regards,
Kleio Theodosiow
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NUBS. & REC.
Eftichia K.
Kyriaki M.
Michaela J.
Nefeli S. D. *A
Olympia T. %
YEAR |
Kyriakos.G
Georgia.A

" YEAR 1 ADV. & 2
Ioannis Tzimas

- Kyriakos Paphitis
| Aggelos *A-
| Evangelos M. %

LEVEL 1 ADV
Angelina Batham
Elaina Nicola
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Anastasia Soultana
Joseph Small

YEAR 5

Esther Theodorow
Yiannis Kantidakis
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YEAR 6 & GCoE

Jason Zampas

. Fotios Matopoulos

*  Daniil Tsoutsas E

Elina Kalispera,
Lydia Georgioiw
Haris A.

Sofia B. *@;
A LEVELS & ’
ELLINOMATHEIA

Georgios N
Anna G. U |

1.Iakovos Anastasakis
2.Vangelis Anastasakis
3.Anastasia Soultana Archonti
4, Anton Marko

5.Adrian Kuwrdali

6.Alex Stamatakis
7.Stefanos Psichogios
8.Thea Georgiow

9.Lydia Georgiow
10. Elina Kalispera

11.Vasilis Soultanas Archonti
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This month, some of our y ,
Nursery to Year 4, had the exciting opportunity to visit
the National Space Centre in Leicester. It was a truly
engaging and memorable experience, where the
children explored the wonders of space through
interactive exhibits, inspiring displays, and hands-on
activities. They leamed about planets, astronauts,
rockets, and the mysteries of the universe in a fun angs
accessible wuay, deepening their understanding &
science heyond the classroom. R
The highlight of the visit for many wus the immersive
planetarium show, which brought space to life and
captured, the childrervs imagination. Throughout the
day, students showed great curiosity, asked thoughtful ,
questions, and ici enthusiasti in allg
activities. The visit not only enriched their oy
but also inspired a sense of wonder and excitemenggs
ahout the world around them. ~
Overull, it was an incredibly voluable and enjoyable "G
experience that will stay with the students for a long {SGR T 4
time. O TRy -
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ANNUAL MEMORIAL

GRIGORIS AFXENTIOV &
EVAGORAS PALLIKARIDES

Evagora Pallikaridi
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Cypriot revolutionaries iwolved in the 1955-1959 campaign
against British rule in Cyprus, with Afxentiow being a leader in
the EOKA organization and. Pallikarides a poet and. member of
EOKA who wus. executed. for firearms possession.

Born on February 26, 1938 in the village of Tsada in the Paphos
District, Evagorus Pallikaridiss wus the last and the youngest
hero of the National Organisation of Cypriot Fighters (EOKA) to
be hanged by the English colonists.

At his trial on Fehruary 25th of the same year, Evagorus did not
allow his lawyers to defend him and admitted his quilt, saying,
“I know you will hang me. Whatever I did, I did. it as. Greek
Cypriot who seeks his. freedom. Nothing else’.

Grigoris Afxentiow is a national hero in Cyprus, as he wus one of
the most prominent fighters in. the 1955-1959 EOKA struggle to
liberate the island from British colonial rule and unite Cyprus
with. Greece.

Afxentiou wuas one. of the leaders of the revolutionary group, and
his. death served as a reminder of Cyprus’s painful struggle for
freedom. It was March 3, 1957 when the iconic Cyprist hero wus
bumed alive hy British, troops during the four-year war for the
liberation, of Cyprus from British, rule. His death, after holding
out against swrounding British. soldiers for 10 hows all by
himself, in the Battle of Machairas, has hecome an illustrious.
and trugic page in Cypriot history.




With deep respect and heartfelt emotion, the annual
memorial service honoring the heroes of Cyprus, Evagoras
Pallikarides and Grigoris Afxentiou, was held today at the
Holy Trinity School in Birmingham.
The ceremony was coordinated by the school’s educatbor,
Mrs. Natali Tsikouri, whose inspiring and moving speech
highlighted the sacrifice, courage, and unwavering spirit
of these two nabional heroes. Through her words, their
legacy and ideals were brought vividly to life, ensuring
that  their memory conbinues to inspire younger
generavions.

Warm congratulations are due to the students of the
school, who participated with outstanding poetry
recivations, demonstrating both sensitivity and pride.
Special recognition is also extended to the eaucators, Mrs.
Maria Georgiow and Mrs. Natali Tsikouri, who honored the
memory of the heroes with great care and respect. Their
efforts filled everyone present with pride and deep &
emobion. ]
The event concluded with the laying of flowers and”
wreaths by students and members of the community, a
;mete yeb profoundly moving tribute of remembrance and

onor.

May their memory be eternal.
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, On 9th March, our Greek School had the privilege ‘_ =

. of attending the Awnual Commonwealth Day ¢
Service at Westminster Abbey, a truly special
and memorable occasion. This prestigious event
brought together representatives and
communities from across the Commonwealth,
celebrating unity, diversity, and shared values.

Our students experienced the unique atmosphere

é of this historic setting, gaining a deeper |
appreciation of the importance of community, (LT
-respect, and global connection. |t Was an inspiring

- opportunity for them +to Wwitness such a

» significant national event and to feel part of a

~ Wider international community.

We are very proud of our Students for |

X representing our school with such respect and

\,, enthusiasm on this remarkable day.
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MOTHERS DAY AFTERNOON TEA

This month, our school celebrated Mother’'s Day,
honouring all the incredible wmothers in our
community. We hosted a special afternoon tea at
the Greek School and Comwmunity Centre, where
families came together to ewjoy a warm and
Joyful gathering. The children also created their
own handmade crafts and gifts, showing their
love, appreciation, and gratitude with care and
thoughtfulness.

Mother's Day is an important opportunity to
recognise the hard work, dedication, and support
of all mothers, who play such a vital role in the
lives of their children and our school community.
It was a joyous and memorable afternoon, filled
with love, laughter, and appreciation, reminding
A us all of the importance of family and gratitude.
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}?f '~ On Saturday, March 21st, our school proudly celebrated

Greek Independence Day, honouring the heroes of 1821 and o7, 8.
the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary (Evangelismos). This ‘Nﬂ.'“ '
day marks the beginning of Greece's struggle for
independence from Ottoman rule, a fight defined by
courage, sacrifice, and the hope for freedom. Our students
participated enthusiastically, taking part in a parade and
special activities that highlighted this pivotal moment in
Greek history.

Through songs, poems, and historical narrations, they
brought the story of 1821 to life, dressed in traditional
costumes and connecting us to our rich heritage. In
addition, we also commemorated April 1st, remembering the
heroes of EOKA and the brave Cypriot fighters who fought
for freedom from British rule (1955-1959). This day

reminded us of their courage and sacrifice, inspiring our
students to carry these values forward. s



moment in Greek history when the Greek
people fought to break free from the rule of
the Ottoman Empire, which had controlled
them for centuries. This wasn't just about
fighting - it was also about Greeks coming
together to reclaim their language, culture,
and identity. It showed that when people
wnite for & common cause, they can
overcome even the toughest challenges.

' The Filiki Eteria, also known as the Society |
of Friends, was a secret organization
founded in 1814 with the aim of liherating
Greece from Ottoman rule. It played a
significant role in laying the groundwork
for the Greek Revolution of 1821.The Filiki
Eteria was founded by three Greek |
merchants: Nikolaos Skoufas, Emmanuel
Xanthos, and Athanasios Tsakalof.

immortalized not only for their valour on the hattlefield but also for
Among them stand, iconic figures such as Alexandros Ypsilantis,
Andreas Miaoulis, Manto Mavroyenous and Theodoros Kolokotronis,
others to join the fight for independence. Laskarina Bouboulina, a

§ | the Greek people, leading her fleet against the Ottoman forces with,
| P unmatched courage and, determination. Athanasios Diakos, revered,
" as amartyr of the revolution, emhbodies the selflessness and,



EUMNGELISMOS TIS THEOTOKOY
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, ""i'%"Evmlg elismos tis Theotokow’, is a special celebration in the

/ Orthodox Churistian trudition. It commemorutes the moment

/ when the angel Gahbriel appeared to the Virgin Mary to
announce that she would conceive and give birth to Jesus,

| the Son of God.

| This joyful event is celebrated on March 25th each year and,

’ serves as a reminder of the importance of faith, obedience,

and humility, as demonstruted by the Virgin Mary. Her
willingness to accept God's plan with trust and devotion is
celebruted as an example for all believers to follow.
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D5 TH PARCH CELEBRATION -
GSAT CELEBRATIONAT CARDIECASTLE

\

On Saturday, 21 March a group of our
students and teachers attended a special
event in Cardiff, where they joined with
the local Greek school to celebrate the
2S5th of March. The celebration took place
at Cardiff Castle, and both children and
adults participated in a lively parade,
honouring this important day. The students
also contributed with poems, dances, and
traditional songs, bringing the history and
spirit of Greek Independence Day to life. It
was a wonderful and unigue experience,
highlighting the joy of coming together as
a school community to celebrate /d

preserve our heritage.

A 0e would like to thank the !
organisers and the Greek

School of Cardiff for their ¢
warm hospitality and for |58
making this celebration k

such a mewmorable

experience for our

students.
























Easter in Greece and Cyprus is a unique and
meaningful celebration that brings together
religion, culture, and famiy traditions. It is not
only a religious evertf; but dso a time when
communities come fogether and share specid
moments.

During Holy Week, churches are filed with
people holding candles and listening o beautiful
hymns. The atmosphere is cdm and emctiond,
especidly on Good Friday, when the Epitaphios
procession fakes place. Streets are filed with
flowers, and people follow quietly, showing
respect.

By
One of the most specid moments is on Ho|y:% y
Saturday ot midnight. Everyone gathers outside ™.
the church with candles When the priest

announces “Christ is Risen,” the light spreads
from person to person, creating a magicd and
peaceful moment.

After the church service, families return home
to eat traditiond food and bredk the red eggs,
a symbol of new life The next day, Easter
Sunday, is full of joy and celebration Famiies and
friends gather, roast lamb, listen fo music, and
enjoy being fogether:

Easter is a celebration of hope, love, and new
beginnings. It is a time when traditions are kept

dive and passed on fo younger generdtions,

After Easter Sunday, the celebrations continue
with fun and traditiond games on Monday and
Tuesday. Chidren and famiies take part in
activities such as egg-and-spoon races, sack
races, and other team games These playful
traditions bring laughter and excitement, helping
everyone enjoy the festive spirit and spend joyful
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Dance eroups

This year our school has been
running dance classes led by our
Dance Teachers Mrs Sotiria
Karafillides and Mr Dimitris
Themistokleous.

Dance classes are on IMonday
19:30-20:30 for our students,
Tuesdays from 18:30-19:00 for
the children and then 19:00-
20:00 for adults, and on Saturday
we also run Two groups: one for
the school children from 14:00-
15:00 (which is for two different
age groups) and then from
15:00-16:00 for adults dance
group.

It’s amazing To see that this
year our dance classes are
flourishing and both children and
adults are enjoying them.

Anyone interested in dance classes
can contact our School directly or
the class teachers. We are
always happy lo welcome new

students
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RIGHTS RESPECTING scHooLs S W)

World Book Day was created by UNESCO on 23
April 1995 as a worldwide celebration of books
and reading.

In countries around the world it is celebrated on
the anniversary of that date, but in the UK it is
generally marked on the first Thursday of March.
Spending just 10 minutes a day reading and sharing
stories can make a crucial difference to your
future success and is fun for all involved.
That's why World Book Day continues to
encourage children and young people to read for
pleasure through its work with authors,
illustrators, publishers, bookshops and libraries.

Article 17: Article 17 (access to information
from the media) - Every child has the right to
reliable information from a variety of sowrces,
and governments should e the media

to provide information that children can
understand. Governments must help protect
children from materials that could harm them
Article 29:29 (gouls of education) -
Education must develop every child's
personality, talents and abilities to the full. It
must encourage the child's respect for human
rights, as well as respect for their parents,
their own and other cultwres and the
erwironment.

Article 31: «(leiswre, play and cultwre) - E

child has the right to relax, play and take part

in a wide range of cultural and artistic

2026 - 2029

Respecting
Schools

Silver
Rights Aware

Earth Day takes place évery year on April 22 to
show support for the protection of the
environment and our planet.

Since 1970, Earth Day has brought together
people, governments and companies from around
the world, supporting them to do something
positive for the environment.

It promotes the fact that ‘change starts with
action’ and we can all take action and encourage
others to take action that positively impacts on

the world around us.

Article 17: (life survival and development)

Every child has the right to life. Governments

must do all they can to enswre that children

Article 29: (Health and Health Services) -

Every child has the right to the hest possible

health. Governments must provide good
health care, clean water, mm'ltwu&

q
food, and a clean environment and education
cmhzalthwl.d,wdlrbﬂ.ng so that children can
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unesco

United Natiuﬂs‘
Educational, Sﬂent!ﬁc ’
and Cultural Organization
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